This article examines the emergence of new spaces of news production and consumption, drawing on extensive fieldwork and interviews with community reporters trained by a community reporter organization based in the north of England.
Introduction
New practices of news production/ consumption (Bruns 2005) are emerging in the digital age as the resources for, and entry-barriers to, content production have changed radically. While much work has been done on mainstream news institutions'treatment of user-generated content by (Ornebring 2008; Wardle and Williams 2010) , such work has prioritised 'former' audiences' activities (Rosen 2006) We are interested in how this new landscape of news production/consumption works from the perspective of community-based actors seeking to forge an alternative model of news in which community voice is more heavily weighted (see also BESPOKE 2011). News production/consumption -indeed all media production/consumptionhas a material geography, much neglected in mainstream media studies. 2 Yet geography, at least urban geography, was at the heart of one of the earliest newspaper studies (Park 1967 (Park , op. 1925 ) which understood the early US newspaper industry as a response to changes in the lifeworld's spatial configuration as people moved from villages to cities: if 'local news is the very stuff that democracy is made of' (Park 1967, 85) , then the local news element even in broader news production should not be neglected.
It is important to understand better how community news producers/consumers conceive their media-related practice. This article draws on interviews among PVM's News in the community?
Page 3 of 28 network of reporters about their production and consumption practices. The resulting picture does not resolve into either a centralized valorisation of 'user-generated content' or into a decentred hyperlocalism (Radcliffe 2012 ). Instead we encountered a more complex relationship whereby local stories are produced and linked within an inter-local exchange; yet it is often audiences' feelings of not being recognised in national news agendas that drives them to generate and consume news stories more locally.
We conducted our fieldwork during rapid, even destructive change in the distribution of local government resources and nationally-funded income. The multi-billion cuts announced in the 2010 emergency budget statementset in motion a restructuring of local governance (the Localism Act (2011), reducing in particular, disability services, employment services and housing benefits. 3 Meanwhile regional funding sources for civil society organizations like PVM were severely cut. Both PVM and its community reporters were experiencing acute financial pressure when we worked with them.
Independently, changes in the landscape of news production impacted negatively on local democracy (Goldsmiths Leverhulme Media Research Centre 2010), with rival news providers emerging in potential response to these changes (see 'Research content' below) . Their diverse strategies of content production reflect a wider,
unresolved debate about what 'news' is for, where and by whom it should be produced and consumed, and whether our inherited philosophies of journalism can address current challenges and opportunities. Will flows of significant information ('new stories') be radically reconfigured in the digital age (Peters 2012 , Rantanen 2009 ), generating a differently structured 'mediaspace' (XXXX 2004)? It helps here to remember what Lefebvre saw as the dialectical nature of all spatial practices (Lefebvre 1991, 18) : even if capitalism operates through an 'abstract space' (for money and resource transmission), new 'social spaces' can still emerge through local action, for example a space of community reporter practice (Jackson 1994 ).
Throughout we must attend to the highly particular processes by which 'locality' is produced, both in news practice (Kirby 1989 ) and more generally (Appadurai 1995) .
That means basing our inquiry in the values and practices of actual community reporters. We need to be sensitive both to changing production practices and the News in the community?
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After reviewing relevant literature and a contextual note, we explore in sequence the resources, news conceptions, and networked spaces of community reporting, reflecting finally on the potentially democratic values they imply.
Community reporting, place and media literacy
The optimism surrounding new digital journalistic practices has been heavily criticized. Van Dijk and Nieborg (2009) urge critical awareness of peer-production trends in business models of the digital economy and web 2.0, advising against terms such as 'produsage' and 'co-creation' and asserting that this business-generated 'new digital infrastructure has come to govern our mediascape as well as our social lives' (2009, 870) . Similarly, Rebillard and Touboul (2010) have challenged 'Web 2.0' promissory narratives in relation to journalism and participatory culture. Our study however concerns members of a specific community, not anonymous users or 'crowds', exploring how they understand their content-generation practices, which are certainly not solicited by corporate media, and their own visions about what constitutes news and participation in news production.
Our article is not concerned with participation directly in mainstream journalism.
Such 'participatory journalism' potentially enables citizens to be active in the collection and dissemination of news (Bowman and Willis, 2003) . However, Wardle and Williams (2010) noted that, although audience comments, footage, experiences and stories are collected by the BBC, the structural roles of BBC news journalists has not been challenged by these practices: 'journalists have remained journalists and audiences have remained audiences' (Wardle and Williams 2010, 792) . Similarly, in an analysis of user-generated tabloid content for The Sun, Henrik Ornebring argued these practices do not signify a power shift between producer and consumer; indeed, users were encouraged to produce content oriented to their personal and everyday life, rather than to have any direct involvement in news selection (Ornebring 2008, 783) .
Unlike participatory journalism, citizen journalism seeks to transfer power and responsibility from journalists to individuals or community groups. Indymedia, as a distinct, radical model of journalistic practices (Platon and Deuze 2003) , is the most News in the community?
Page 5 of 28 cited example. Other models, such as 'hyperlocal' media, seek to address the decline of traditional news media industries (Picard 2003 (Picard , 2008 and to introduce a community orientation to news media operations (Howley 2009 ). Hyperlocal media have been described as 'a hybrid of civic, community, statewide public affairs, and alternative newspaper movements combined with the interactive and broadcast abilities accompanying Web 2.0' (Metzgar et al 2011, 774) . However, Metzgar et al. (2011, 779) in their analysis of US-based hyperlocal media note a difference between civic journalism and hyperlocal media: by providing local information, civic journalism enables citizens to act in their own communities, whereas hyperlocal media operations and their editorial choices for example are largely driven by market criteria.
The question of what 'community' is served by such journalism is complex. John
Dewey wrote about the relationship between issues of concern and publics, arguing that issues make publics (Dewey ([1927 (Dewey ([ ] 1956 . While this raises broader questions of visibility (Marres 2007) , more important here is how shared concerns are debated and resolved in everyday social spaces, and not just the spaces prescribed for political deliberation or speech (Couldry2010). Rodriguez similarly has defined "citizens' media" as 'the media citizens use to activate communication processes that shape their local communities ' (2011, 24) . Additionally, in an ethnically diverse community in the Los Angeles county, Chen et. al. (2012) analysed the relationship between local storytelling and civic engagement: when local stories are missing from mainstream media, or existing publications fail to talk about the collective problems of a specific community or neighbourhood, web-based storytelling platforms can enhance civic engagement and inter-group interaction. We too found that the absence of a media platform to express shared local concerns was an impetus community reporting. Spaces of social cooperation and mutual recognition are potentially created when news production operates within specific communities.
Such practices, and their underlying values, are critical to the emergence of a different geographical configuration of news production and consumption. Rantanen (2009) , in her analysis of localization and places in news, has noted how news-flow studies have largely ignored questions of 'where' and 'when', prioritizing the analysis of news content. Yet news plays a significant role in constructing our experiences of place:
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Page 6 of 28 'belonging has no meaning unless news offers readers a point of identification' (Rantanen 2009, 80 What community reporters bring to news generation has implications for debates on media literacy. In their review for the UK regulator Ofcom, Livingstone et al. (2008, 46) note the importance of content creation for media literacy, but identify two research gaps: the relationships between amateur production and the creative industries; and how "an experience of production encourages a critical understanding of media products". This article begins to address both gaps, while also linking to international debates on how narrative exchange contributes to wider civic engagement (Bennett 2008; Rheingold 2008) .
Research context and methodology
Empirically, this paper draws on personal accounts recorded through in-depth, semi- . and describe their own reality" and "contribute to raising community and individual aspiration". A core part of this vision was PVM's Community Reporter programme, which prioritised the production of 'community reporting' for community empowerment (Watton 2009 ), rather than individualised production by 'citizen journalists' hoping to break into the mainstream (Wilson, 2012 1. The 'Community Reporter': motivations, relationships and skills
Backgrounds and motivations
While community media has a longer and broader history ( I'm disabled… but it's given me a whole new meaning in life, the whole community media has.
Even where CRsand CR trainers had passed through media professions, they contrasted mainstream journalism and community reporting.Carly, one of the mediatrained CRs we interviewed described the difference in ethical terms:
I'm trained in media anyway, and I've been teaching digital media production at all different levels for years, the [CR] training for me was more about the Community Reporter ethos.
For her, identifying as a CRresults from the belief that news about local communities should be produced in ways that relate explicitly to the specific communities from which that news emerges. Is this the beginning of a practical response to the challenges of today's underfunded journalism environment?
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Relationships
For our participants, membership in a community of shared news production values helped reshape their wider experience of community and locality. Indeed, practices of community reporting always involved entering into a wider 'community of practice'
involving mutual recognition of each other's everyday skills and abilities (Wenger 1998 only have to click my fingers and it's there, the help is there (Carly).
As Linda noted:
if I've said I've got this problem or that problem, or I've got this idea, I've got that idea, I only have to click my fingers and it's there, the help is there.
This community was for Lynda grounded in a practice of care for particular people and places, enacted through a practice of active listening (Dreher 2010) . Such active listening, being grounded in a relationship of care for a local community, goes beyond the position of the 'prosumer' (the consumer who also sometimes producers for him-or herself), implying a different relation to journalist practice and democratic norms. As discussed next, training was an important way in which CRs developed such shared practices.
Training and skills
Local CR groups' informal meet-ups often complemented explicit packages of training offered by PVM through its Institute of Community Reporters initiative. This training involved a combination of basic technical and social competencies, using accessible technologies and software and encouraging in peoplethe confidence to tell their own stories about issues that affected them, rather than turn them into professional journalists.
PVM training emphasises the experiential use of technologies such as flip-cams. For many, it was an opportunity to learn basic editorial skills and shape media content into recognisable stories:
I had a cine-camera, a DVD recorder thing, and I didn't really know how to use it. I knew how to point it, I knew how to record things, but I didn't know how to get the film off it onto a computer and play with it.
And once I did that I got the bug. (Trevor)
The training emphasis remained on the quality of narrative exchange, not on producing professional media outputs; "we're not all trying to be Steven Spielbergs, but everyone's got their own way of putting stuff across" (Keith).
Others that undertook community reporter training saw it as a practice that addressed accessibility and adult media literacy issues. As Sandra, a trainer, explained:
working with the housing group, especially with it being older people
[…] people that don't normally have access to computers haven't got News in the community?
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CR training can challenge digital divides and literacies (Livingstone and Helsper 2007) by helping CRs develop the technical and social skills of storytelling. The training process was central in creating a culture of skill and knowledge sharing for CRs, and lies at the heart of this distinctive space of news production/consumption.
PVM's own accreditation of these skills involved a micro-culture of esteem and recognition, which was ratified with a 'Community Reporter' badge. As Gary Copitch, CEO of PVM explained:
The institute of community reporters is about individuals. Yet the CR community of practice, while often closely focused on a bounded locality, was also cut across by wider communities of interest that could transcend locality and create a broader sense of belonging to something more significant (See Section 3).
Thus for Carly, the practical media training served to build solidarity within her local meet-up group and, simultaneously, with a national 'movement': when I'm training . . . you're part of something larger than just that project, it's a movement, and I think that gives it more credibility, and I think it makes you feel like you're more a part of something. You're not just, 'Oh I've just been trained on a flip camera.'
As discussed next, practices of news production and consumption between CRs created a space where positive stories about their communities could be voiced both News in the community?
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A distinct mode of news production/consumption?
When interviewees spoke about the news media they consumed, they often noted occasions where mainstream news did not provide them with points of identification.
Our CR sample were generally active and regular consumers of a variety of news Similarly, Sandra expressed a desire to go beyond the news she consumed by making the news herself within a profoundly local context:
You realise a lot of things go on behind the scenes, which no one knows about, so it's not reported in the local paper, it's not reported on the local radio, or any local media, it just happens you overhear a conversation.
[…] I go hunting then! This counter-media practice finds its initial focus around the notion of 'positive news' which needs careful unpacking.
'Positive news'
The need for 'more positive' news to counter the relentless cycle of murders, wars, scandal and government wrangling has been a commonplace of news debate in Britain since the 1990s. 10 CRs' language appears to repeat this commonplace, but with the difference that, from the perspective of particular communities (often significantly PVM had a policy of avoiding explicit political references, within a wider strategy to elicit more positive news, but struggled at times to differentiate between the narrowly partisan and the more constructive ways in which CRs might address the implications of political decisions. However, Lynda noted:
The world isn't just rosy coloured glasses, people need to see beyond
the boxand know what's happening beyond the box, you know give the glasses a wipe, it isn't all like, local garden fete, or you know somebody's done this that's good. There is bad things out there that need bringing to light, you know, crime. Like the local council, they commit crime every day, every week, every year, by pulling down property, stocks of housing.
The specific news values that underlie community reporters' understandings of stories are examined next.
What constitutes a 'news' story?
Local practices of mutual recognition played an important role in how CRs produced Community Reporting brings a concern with local change to a new audience, opening up community level engagement with the implications of such changes, that is, as 'issues' of common concern which for John Dewey are an important part of the democratic process (Dewey 1954) . Thus, one CR:
noticed that the church she went to as a child was for sale, which upset her so she went off to find out where the congregation was now, why they'd left that building and she's making a film about that. […] News in the community?
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Making news changes the starting-point from which one consumers what others produce, providing a new reference-point for assessing the selection choices that may underlie mainstream production. As Mark explained:
since I've done some community reporting, I look more closely to see if there's any hidden details, I look more deeply, thinking: has this been changed to make somewhere look really good or really bad?
We now turn to the emerging inter-local geographies involved in CR.
The networked spaces of community reporting

Local news from the inside
There 
Emerging inter-localities
So far the local focus of news production/consumption 'from the inside' might seem bound within a local, perhaps 'hyperlocal', model of news. Yet something distinctive was PVM's role in establishing inter-connections between locally orientated CR News in the community?
Page 19 of 28 groups. These efforts to build a national infrastructure are best understood as ways to put local practices into productive exchange with other localities, rather than simply aggregating local voices on national scale (citizen journalism), or focusing solely on local voices (hyperlocal news). The local is not superseded, but becomes differently connected, within a national space of comparison. Although building an effective online network platform has provedchallenging for PVM, we focus here on an emerging connection between different localities which we term here 'inter-local'.
Such an inter-local dialogic space emerges through the ways CRs feel connected, through shared training approaches, reporting practices and a wider ethos. As Hannah suggested, "even without meeting them you can connect with them because we're doing the same thing for all the same reasons". Moreover, Hannah felt that the dedicated ICR web platform had "given us a platform by which all of us, all of these news groups and website groups and bloggers all around the country, can get together". Indeed, while there are of course well-known social media platforms that enable mass narrative exchange, use of those spaces may be less important than a dedicated web space that preserves a sense of community voice while also bringing it into contact with distant others. Indeed, the ICR website space was felt to facilitate In parallel with appreciating the value in sharing community-level news across localities, Safi was convinced that sharing production techniques linked up people from different localities, creating mutual recognition and an inter-local appreciation of community news:
they're knowing us, we're knowing them, whereas a few months' ago, To make this exchange between CRs a viable and sustained practice, the development of a stronger digital infrastructure remains necessary. So far the uneven distribution of government funding has meant that this aspect of inter-local dialogue has not been prioritised. While spaces of inter-local dialogue are emerging in offline meet-ups and between communities of interest, online platforms which effectively accommodate and strengthen these dialogic exchanges also need to be developed along the lines suggested by PVM.
Conclusion
Participating in the production of news can enhance people's sense of each other's perspectives on the world: not necessarily conflicting with the philosophy of largescale news production, such participation deserves to be considered as an alternative starting-point for news production/consumption at a time of huge uncertainty for traditional models of journalism. The Community Reporters we interviewed are more than individual 'prosumers' (people who both produce and consume): they have an ethos of production that is grounded in a critical consumption of news and an evolving practice of skill-sharing and mutual recognition. The collapse of local journalism bites deeply in disadvantaged localities such as those from where our reporter sample often came: there the CR ethos may be more than individual passion or self-expression and closer to the necessary response to an absence of collective voice. This practice starts out very often from the place of local community, but as we have shown, extends to wider communities of interest, and generates an interest in inter-local news sharing between CR groups. Such a practice contains at least the seeds of a different news infrastructure.
We recognise however that distribution is a key aspect in any new model of news production/consumption. The network of reporters we interviewed largely relied on PVM's existing distribution platform -the Institute of Community Reporters (ICR)
website -which at the point of writing was redesigning its interface, in consultation with us as part of our action research. The website was being redesigned to incorporate functions that would allow reporters to connect with one another, and audiences to provide comments or other forms of feedback. For this reason, our detailed discussion is here limited to practices of production and consumption, and only touches on new possibilities of distribution.
The embedding of such practices of news consumption/production in wider communities of practice cannot be captured by generalised critiques of social media 
